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; Renort of ecnverszational exchm ses wth a mnbor of the Sovht mul attache stnft .
22 (Lendon) 1o ths course of a four-hour restaurant dinner sessiosn which the writer syeat as the
-guest of L'w Soviat official,
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1o At a luncheon session of the Association of Junior Assistant Naval Attaches held in

London on L eptember, 1952, tie wiiter found himself for tue seennd such occasion sested

next 1w suhject of ficer, In the course of a lmpin: sonversation I asked Lulakov if he had

found any gvod Russian food in the Londen rmstaurants; he said no, e preferred to sat ot

howme, tut that if he did cone aoross mything of the sort he would let me know.-that he

would like for me to be his suests On Fridav morninz, September 19th, Iulakov telephoned

7 m md a9ed if I would dire witn him at 8 pume Renday, Septamier 22, at the Hungaris

: Restawant on Lowsr Regent Street, md I acceried. Tnis memorsmdun constitutes & reepsd of ,

§ our conversation on that cccasion, Fa tis ssks of convenience md elarity our exchanges -

are arranced partly in sumcary forw and partly in question-and-mgar, to swhish presentation

-8 senslon wdih Captain Lulaiov seeme peculiarly adaplables Subjest is a diffieult persen to

‘converse with because, in spite of the fact thet his Baglish has besnt noted to improve sim T

‘he reported here, bis very limited camrand of te languagp still dictates Vw employmsnt of =

‘the simplest vecabulary ani rwakes necessary sany renetd tions mnd rephmesings, At wost times .

£ when he is spsakine Brclish Cagtain Iulakov n;r.nrs o be in actupl pain in his groping for

words and memings. This liahility, however, has “een found by the writer o cowtitute an

vantage, becmse when Lulakov syemls English tiere is never any doubt what he is xttcmptina

%0 get at, all verbal subtlsties beinz beyond him, A8 a finsl prelisdnary nole it might be

beerved that, in aceordance with the custom of AJANL, members sddress one snotler by first

nanos‘ar b: n.oknames; -eoorrhmly throu; 'wut. tais evening de’tlln Lolakov was "Nik* and I
» oha:
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!

&
®

26 Luhimv explaimd st ' ted nhcteé the mn:nm h«tnmt because be had been -
sble t locate a god ‘tnsaim one and Munvarian fond wms similar, %hen t’i !1'61' apzmrvd»
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4laulakov's first concern wvas to get the vodke order set up., No Russian vodks was to be had,

only Polish; this was prediced in a udcket of ice, and Lnlakov was solicitous that 1 start
doing it Jjustice right mmy. My first thought was that this was an obviocus softening-up
procesa for the quiz to follow, anc euch it might have been in partj btut it was soon
evident that his main concearn wms to jel started on the refreshrent himself, and onde under-
way he didn't weste such more time on pereusding me to kesp up. By the ermd of the evening
the vodle fifth was finished, and moet of the Job had fallen to Lalakov; the only evidence
he showed of it was in a slight relaxing of 'is hahitual attitudc of peainful soncentrstion,

3¢ Our first exchanwes had to do with persoml histories, He sstiled my place and date ef
birth and the oecupstion of my parents (apparently sufficiently proloterisn wt to put hia
off), and I ssked the swe information of hime Fe was bern, he said, in 1§12 in & country
village about 25 wiles from leningred, one of & fawily of three boys and two zirls, Ms
fathar waz a eonstruction warker until his retiremsmt in 1940 on account of age; his mother
cams of farming stock; they mw liw in leningrad with his cXer brother, Lulakev entered
the "Ravel Acadewy” In Leminsrad in 19, where hs stayed for three Tears, and then went on
to ancther achool in Sevasicyol., Of ids seivice career the only details that I could ese
tavlish were that he served at one time in Viadivostoks timt he spent some time 4n America
during the war as a Soviet Nevy representative in Poriland, Oregir, in the course of which
assl yment he also visited los Angeles axi Vanccuver; and that nis last duty before coming
to Landon was as cosmander of a division of frirstes, '

he It tham Leing my tum to be questicnod, I jave Mm Ms chance. Did T attend our Nawel
Acadeny? No, I was a Reserviit, Whare did I ;o to scheol? Wt did I stady? How did it
hapren that a stident of litorsture snd & "professor® was a naval officer? Whan did I

became an officer? Did I ¢o dack to tix University after the war? (These questions I-
regarded as reasonably harmlsss and I smawered them with reasoahla acciraey, it being my
object ai this padnt tc build yp som "credit® for my own further gquestiona; I also .
attexrtel st this stago to estdblish a reacmalle beale for the qemeral igroramce on -
technical naval matiers o which I find 1t convenlent on such cecesiom to ccnfess.) Pid I
volunteer 0 com haci? No, as an active rember of t'e Fav:l Reserve I wes sirply called
backs Did I ebject to this? MNo, it was what I oxpected md was prerared for as a Reservist,

5S¢ I then resumed tie initiative, and I nanazed to retain it until the eyude ideclogleal
discussion raparied baow. (Q) Whet did the Soviet Navy ssintain in te way of a reserve
organisation? (A) Every ssilor on relesse fran service was subject to further treining snd

- maintained in an active-reserve status for ten years. (Q) Did the USSR have e Mariss Cerps

similer to that of the United States? (A) Not at present activated, and at no time have

- Marines been actual 1y assigned to Soviet gshipsj duriug tiw War pdcle~ recruits from all

~ branches of the service were brought together in the Naval Infantyy orgsmization, which

constitated what amunted to m elite corps and figured prominently in the fighting eround
Leningrad md Sevastopal; at the end of the War these ‘roops were returmad to their werious
brenghes, shere they maintair their Naval infmtry training as auxiliary duty and are subject

% being called cut snd again groupsd es Naval InTmtry specialists; at oertain periods and

in ¢ertain places (ummmed) Naval Infentry brigades sre maintained for iraining purposes

~with their persdnmnel subject to frequent rotation betwee: thelr rezilar service assigmments

and the Naval Infantry actlvities,
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6e (Q) What kind of duties had he {Lulakev) carried out aboard ship? (A) Gunnery;
Nevipation--his favorite. (4) Hed he over “ew: a Comunisations Oificer? (A) Roj in tim
Busgian' Navy, shipioard camumications wers ths respansibility of non-ccrwissioned spestal-
iste; mn officer a#signed to such duty wuld have charge of the sommuniocstions activities of
several ships, (Q) Whick of the Plset divisions of the Soviet Navy wuld he prefer for m
assigoment? (4) He didn'i eare 30 lengz a8 he was at sea; he sounted himself a good of feer
8 ses but no*. 50 good in Lomdon, ; «

7o (Q) How 4id iw 11w his preseat duty? (A, It was all right, but both he md his wife
would be glad w zet aoms, (Q, Did tiey have sany cirildren? (Ls Two--a boy of edght snd «
girl of five; tie girl was here, but L boy was at schiool in Russla, iiving ¥ t. the
Wother's varumts, sixe they ad no suiiable sechvil lere, (3) Ned b seen snytaing of
England? (A) tery iil.de because they Lad tc keep witiln the 2S-mile limit, (%) Didn't
they have any sort o moliday place cn e coast? {A) I'o, uothing ai 1 on sy water what-
soever ; their enbassy mad wdce requesied that som sort of access to a besch area be
sstablished for then but lad been turned down, and there they hed decided to let the matter

vosty They 413, Lowwer, aave a ‘resi howe® outiive wie L-mile limdt wiere they could ge

With their families for & holiday. It was situsted sbout &0 miles gouthwest of Lendomn, in
& .howse that hai once been & "Lori's palacs” wiich tieir eabessy had dought, It wes e a
village o nams of wileh ho @uldn't yemerlier but it had a talaphome exchangs e “irst part

- of wiich sounded Il "hawk* (Kote: Ideilled as ‘wklnust, near winshester). It md soms

grounds srcubd it, but no wter for swiuming or toatinge, Abeus 15 customsrs could be
stctamodated at g time; meals wre ordinarily taken together in the diming roam, Wut private
dlmeyr paftiac anid also bde arrsged, ' )

8 At ths point my icst made @ cesture Lo indieate thay e wantsd to say swmething mnd
nesded & little tim to forrulate it. Whai e oamw out with, all in ons sertence, was &
followss Why iz your couniry ssying kussia vats wer when sim wants paste while yeuwr
comtry is Puilding baces around Ressia i i maki . tiwesis liks Malnbraoe =rd putting the 1

. Basis back in powsr, and why doas yur wmiry not live ap 40 te Pobsdan agresswut? I+

countered with testimony to the gmmral ;poawill iich tae USA tore toward Hussia at She éud
of the War, snd attawpled Lo review the proeess by wideh the USSR, Ly shmtting herself eff

and reverting to aer practioe of subversion snd otstmuction, sed forced the Westi to the
present ¢xirwe, As W ihe Potedmm agreemsnt, I effered the obssrvstism that, since the time
when this agreescnt vs made, certeln other potent factors hed eome %o play, such as the Zade -
of Poland, Bulgzaria, Rumania, Csechoslovaids, md Hungary. Lulakov would have none of Ahisee
the people's povernments of those wmuntries had veen ochosen by their owmn s sto~-and .
procesded to expound the straight Party ligs in the simplest terms: The West, mitiowlarly
the United States goverrmemt vnder Truman (not the peopls as a whols, he wanted me %o under-
etand) ws prepering for war md seting in a wery proveextive msmner tovard the USSR and her
“alliss”, The WBR, on Wae other hmd, mmted mly pace md ths opportusity to repeir hew
war demage end rocesd with her peaceful construction projects lilke the Volga-Dan Canal, If
W in Americs hsd odly experienced first-hend the destructiverwas of war we would know that
ansther var was the lasi thing the Russisn meople wanted, The American govermmrmt lept » !
it preparations far war md prolonged the war in Korea becxuse it was afraid of e eeancgis \,
oollapes 1f war industries stopped, Talk of Russia's wanting war wes Ameriesn propagmda.
Why 418 T bellieve this propagmida? ~ : :
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9. I asied ny host 1f he had read Karl Marx. Ios, Y hat studied Marx; and beTore 7 cawld
got Mir back on the track he demonstrated lds very rudimentary understanding of lLue Marxism
vorsion of class nistory (¥3lave, Federal, Capitalist, Cormunist®), snd 2is familiarity
wi‘h the tere "dalectical materia Ee apcarently did not understand the meaning of
"dialectic?, however, and ‘md never taard of Hesele wnen I asked hin what wa: golng to
suceeed Communisk when 1t had had its day snd tie dimlectical process still carried on, he
explained to me patiently that Communism wes tie Xnd of Civilisstion, with nothin< furtaer
to fellow; and he wag comple tely unawarc of the irciy ef his statemsnt, I pointed cut ihat
tUn real point 1 was leading up to was that m part ¢f the wrld outside the Soviet Union
could focl safe from Soviel arzression in te 1lizht of ihe basic Comrunist doctrine itself,
‘which called for Communist world dominaticn etc. Lulakov sald tht I ddd ot umiersiand,
the Boviet peonle wamted only reace. I obseive! timt wratevsr the Soviet people wanted, it
was really what the Polithuro wantad thst mattered; Inlaxeov npl.iod that t'a Soviet people
loved (31g) tae Politburo becmise ey kmew it vwrked alwavs in teir irterésta,

30, lulsiay chose o cimnge the suhject, Why did Amsrica not acree to outlaw ts atom bomb?
-] brougit up the matter of te seeming impomsibility of setting up a proper systen of _
inspeciion; s mswer was to the effect that it was necemmy to agree to outlaw the atom
bomb before any talk of irspections wes underteken.

11e I asked Lulskov if he honestly believed that Amsrica was tim ageuressor in Korea; wmll,

be didn't think ls could say t.at exactly, lut he wasready to declare that the South

- Koresns had been the syzressor, Whai did he think of the fiction of the Chinese
v'vohnmra"t He 1ot this go, seening bv this Lime to have wearied of politice,

- 12¢ The last line of discussion my host intrcdnced before we left t's restaurant had to do
_with the pature md extent of my official "occriacts®, Did I visit many Britieh ships? Be,

: I aid mot. Did I belonz to my clubs? Nome werth wentioing, Bid I know many Pritish

naval offiosrs? Several., What kind of eport wms I interestad 4n? What games did I like te
play? Did I kuow of a table-tennis club to which I eould it roduce ia sl were he could

- play?

- 13s Toe gemaral tenor of our long session was fairly friemdly. Lulskov allowed himsel{
‘séveral wownts of obwious exasperation over my capitalistic stubborneas, bat he invariably
csight imeelf before he reached the stage of out-end-cut radeness and usually msnazed Lo
fimieh off sy shov af terper with a grin, Only once did he seem to come close to croasing
the line, snd this was just before wa left the tables I asked hix what he hoped he would
. get for M= next sssiyment, and s verbatim angwer was “"The Far Esst Flset, 8o that I can
‘mest you first®--a remark that I considered interesting on nore than ome cowrt; and even
t.his le manazed to turn of £ as somethiny of a show of wit,

S i, The Bl for the emm.nv com ® five pounds seven shillings, on top of whieh Lalakov

. laft A me-vound tip, I dreve hir to his apartment house in the Lansaster Oate district,
e ,md ﬂ'xun e left he ‘pronized me an sarly opreriunity to sample Ms wife's Russisn cooking,

15.. In cmclmicm, I would offer the following observations on my evening with Captein

Iulakov, I would judee s wotives i3 arran;ir: tm occasion to have bteen fivefold: (a)
hs wishad to sound me out md determine my valie to i~ as a cantact; (b) he wanted a
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chance %o give ‘orth o: Ids version of the Part: line to sn American naval officer; (c) he
felt obli-ed to make sciom ehow of socisl mingling Wt is aarc cpen and to rake some dent
in Ms expense acconnt in order to demonstrate i~ nhis superioers that 'v is notl mitirely
useles; alenz thase lines; (2) he actually does fmel soe dim stirrfw o7 the social instined
and wanted sn eveninz away from his faniliar asscclates with all excenses paids and most
impertast (@) e wented to sei up a dasis for ufing ne as a rems tc troaden iis field of
econtacts in Londone I judred thut he sslected me ‘ecause I luve on two occaszions sst next
to hix at lunchecn and have atterpted to carry m a couversation with him, whid. contact
established me in his ews as the nearest thirg to m acquaintance among the Assistant U.S.
Naval Attaches, Apparentl~ I have managed to convince “im that my technical knowlsdte of
naval matters is too lirited to be worth ruch exploitine, because on this occasion he left
siuch subjects alone after a few moves in this direction, I should judes, howsver, that he
. std1l comsidars re potentially useful in a social way, and Ws further maneuvers in this
direction will be swaitied with interest,

16, This report “as boen pressnted in this detail ncl far the sake of the specifie
informatison it contains, wiich is reco;nised to be slight, but for its value as a
persorality study of the individual concerned, and ss a pictare of a Soviet Intalligence
officer in action,

Approved For Release 2001/08/28 : CIA-RDP65-00756R000600020002-2

P
”
-~




FogReIea _ eA’2001108128 "CiA RDP65 00756R000600020002 2”

'Approv

.%

;l‘t 1men e S ~  &H b

uml‘,-;;-b-“‘s ' ,

A e W e w e e e e e e W W e W e e e e e e i - -

this ¢ ofm- n Jnl:




